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Curriculum Vitae 

 

Purnamita Dasgupta [May 2010] 

 
 

ADDRESS: 
Inst i tute of Economic Growth (IEG), Univers i ty of De lh i Enclave, 
Delh i 110007, India 
Phones: (91)-11-27667365/288/424, 27666364/367   
Fax: 91-11-27667410 
E-mai ls:  pdg@iegind ia .org     purnamita .dasgupta@gmai l .com  
 
 
CITIZENSHIP: 

Indian 
 
CURRENT POSITION: 

Ford Foundat ion Chair  & Act ing Head 
Environmenta l Economics Unit 
Inst i tute of Economic Growth (IEG) 
 
 
RESEARCH INTEREST AND SPECIALIZATION: 
Environmenta l and Natura l Resource Economics, Hea lth Economics, Rura l 
and Urban Development, Research Methods 
 
EDUCATION: 

•  PhD: Tit le of Thesis: “Economic Issues Relat ing to Water 
Contaminat ion and Waste Disposa l : A Case Analysis of Urban 
Development in Delhi ,” Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, 
Jawaharla l  Nehru Universi ty, New Delh i,  Ind ia.   

•  M. Phi l : T it le of Dissertat ion: “Energy Demand Project ions and 
Emissions of Ai r Pol lutants: A Sectoral  Analysis  for India ,” Centre for 
Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharla l  Nehru Univers ity, New 
Delh i,  Ind ia.    

•  Post-Graduat ion: Masters Degree in Economics,  Delhi  School  of 
Economics,  Universi ty of Delhi 

•  Graduat ion: Bachelors Degree in Economics,  Presidency Col lege,  
Universi ty of Ca lcut ta 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES  

 

Grants and Fellowship: 
 
•  Visi t ing Professor, John Carey Business School , Johns Hopkins 

Universi ty, Mary land, USA. 2010-2011 ( forthcoming) 
•  L.M. Singhvi Vis i t ing Professor at the Centre of South Asian Studies, 

Universi ty of Cambr idge, UK (Easter / Summer 2007) 
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•  Visi t ing Fel low, Centre on Economics of Global izat ion and Sustainable 
Development, Department of Economics,  University of Calcutta ,  
Kolkata, 2009-10 

•  Led research in projects funded by var ious agencies, both 
internat ional  and nat iona l,  such as DFID (UK),  World Bank, UNDP, 
ICSSR, CGIAR, Minist ry of Environment and Forests (GOI), South 
Asian Network for  Envi ronment and Deve lopment Economics 
(SANDEE),  etc.  

 
 

Advisory Positions: 
1)  Co-ordinat ing Lead Author, IPCC, for Working Group II , AR5 

(2010-2014).   
2)  Member of the Expert Committee on E-Waste Regulat ion, set up 

by the Minist ry of Environment and Forests , Government of 
India , 2009-10 

3)  Member of the Working Group to draft Regulat ion of E-waste 
Management set up by Minist ry of Environment and Forests,  
Government of Ind ia,  2009-10 

4)  Member of the Execut ive Committee of the Indian Society for 
Ecological  Economics,  2008 -  2010 

5)  Member of the Working Group on Securi ty Impl icat ions of 
Cl imate Change, Inst i tute for  Defence Studies Analysis, New 
Delh i,  2008-2009. 

6)  Resource person for the Working Group on Feedstock, Fuel and 
other Supply Side Constra ints , 11th Plan, P lanning Commission, 
Government of Ind ia,  2007 

7)  Member Secretary of the Expert Committee on “NPV to be 
charged on forest lands d iverted for non-forestry purposes,” 
const i tuted by the Inst i tute of Economic Growth, De lh i,  in 
pursuance of Supreme Court of India di rect ive, 2006 

 
Membership of Professional Bodies: 
The European Associat ion for Envi ronmental  and Resource Economics  
The Internat iona l Society for  Ecological  Economics 
The Indian Econometr ic Society 

 The Indian Society for Ecological  Economics  
 
Journal Referee: 

Book Reviews and Review of Art ic les  for Journals -  Environment and 
Development Economics, IIMB Management Review, Conservat ion and 
Society,  Contr ibut ions to Ind ian Sociology,  As ia-Paci f ic Economic  
Literature, Environment and Resource Economics, Ecological Economics,  
Down to Earth, Feminist Economics.   
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
Current Activity  

1.  Environmenta l Economics and Appl ied Econometr ics to probat ioners in 
the Indian Economic Serv ices and superv is ing the ir seminar papers at 
the Inst i tute of Economic Growth, Delh i.  

2.  Module on Valuat ion of Ecosystem Services at Ind ira Gandhi Nat ional  
Forest Academy, Dehradun 
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3.  Guest lecturer on Environmenta l Economics at Jawahar la l  Nehru 
Universi ty, New Delh i.   

 

Past Activity  

4.  At TERI University : Taught economics (Basic pr inc iples, advanced 
courses in envi ronmental and resource economics) to both students 
with a background in economics and those pursuing inter-disc ipl inary 
masters and PhD programmes  

5.  Designing and re-structur ing of courses and grading systems: Delh i 
Universi ty, TERI University  

6.  Guest lecturer  in Environmenta l Economics and on Quantita t ive 
Methods at the School of Socia l  Sciences in Jawaharla l  Nehru 
Universi ty, New Delh i 

 

OTHER ACADEMIC INTERESTS AND ACTIVITIES:   
•  PhD Supervis ion -  Current ly Two students reg istered at De lhi  

Universi ty:  Topics – (a) Green Bui ld ings in Indian Ci t ies and (b) 
Economic Cost ing of Health Impacts from Malar ia     

•  Teaching at t ra ining programmes, workshops and seminars wi th in 
India and abroad for research and teaching purposes. The 
inst i tut ions in Ind ia  where I have del ivered lectures include 
Jawaharla l  Nehru Universi ty (New Delhi), Shimla University 
(Shimla) , Wildl i fe  Inst i tute of India (Dehradun), Nat ional Inst i tute 
of Publ ic Finance and Pol icy (Delhi) ,  Indian Inst itute of Forest  
Management (Bhopal) , Indira  Gandhi Nat iona l Forest Academy 
(Dehradun),  Centre for Sc ience and Environment (Delh i) 

•  Writ ing in Media - Economic Times,  Ananda Bazar Patr ika 
•  Externa l examiner (M.A./ M.Phi l/  PhD/ Entrance) at Jawaharla l  

Nehru University, De lhi University and Nat ional Dairy Research 
Inst i tute,  Karna l   

•  Jury member and Advisor , UK Environment F i lm Fe l lowships,  2009 
•  Review of research proposals for nat iona l and internat ional 

agencies. 
 
 
•  Seminars Organised:  

o  Review on the Economics of Cl imate Change, December 
2006, Taj Mahal  Hote l,  Mans ingh Road, New Delh i 

o  Economic consequences of Globa l Cl imate Change for India ,  
ICRIER, New Delh i.   

o  Environmenta l Sustainabi l i ty and Cl imate Change, LSE – 
IEG workshop, IIC, New Delhi , November 2008. 

o  Future Socio-economic Scenarios and Cl imate Change, 
March 2010, IEG, Delh i 

o  From Kyoto to Copenhagen and Beyond, Apri l  2010, IEG, 
Delh i  

 
•  Interest in Mult id iscipl inary research- Experience of working in 

mult id isc ipl inary teams with researchers from var ious discip l inary 
backgrounds including economics, law, sociology, geography, 
forestry and management science. My own research has drawn 
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upon other d iscipl ines such as ep idemiology, psychology and 
forestry. 

 

•  Ski l ls  in Appl ied Research Methods - My research act iv it ies have 
included the use of both quanti tat ive and qua l i ta t ive techniques 
and approaches of analysis .  I have exper ience of co l lect ing and 
working with pr imary data as wel l  as secondary data.  I have work 
experience of advanced econometr ic packages. 

•  Faculty contact person for 2 Foreign PhD Student aff i l iated at IEG 
– from Department of Geography, Univers i ty of Cambr idge, UK 
and from Indiana Universi ty, Bloomington.  

•  Editor ia l  Ass istance  for Journa l of Quantitat ive Economics (Delhi  
School of Economics)    

•  Member of var ious Administrat ive Committees in the Inst i tute of 
Economic Growth 

 
PUBLICATIONS  

 

 
Chapters in Edited Volumes (last 3 years): 

1)  The Economic Va lue of Forests, chapter  for the Indian Forestry 
Development Report ,  2010, Min ist ry of Environment and Forests , 
Government of Ind ia ( forthcoming) .  

2)  Measuring Envi ronmental Susta inabi l i ty with Macroeconomic Data for 
India  ( forthcoming), in Essays in Honour of V. K. R. V. Rao, (ed.) B. 
N. Goldar and P.B. Nayak, Sage Publ icat ions, 2010 

3)  Valuat ion of Ecosystem Services: Methodologies, I l lust rat ions and Use 
in Handbook of Envi ronmenta l Economics in India , (ed) K. Chopra and 
V. Dayal , Oxford University Press,  2009. 

4)  Conservat ion and Poverty Al lev iat ion: Some recent evidence from 
Himachal Pradesh on the impl icat ions of intervent ions for rural women 
in Gender Issues in Deve lopment, Concerns for the 21st  century (ed) 
Das and Khawas, Rawat Publ icat ions, 2009.  

5)  Economics and C l imate Change: Some Relevant Aspects for  Human 
Securi ty in India in Secur ity Cha l lenges and Impl icat ions of Cl imate 
Change for India , IDSA, Academic Foundat ion,  2009. 

6)  Demand for Curat ive Health Care in Rural India: Choosing between 
Pr ivate, Publ ic and No Care in A. Shari f f  and M. Kr ishnaraj (ed.)  
“State, Market and Inequa l i t ies: Human Development in Rural India,”  
Orient  Longman, De lhi , 2007. 

7)  Household Water Services in Incomplete Markets: Managing Water 
Stress for the Urban Poor in Managing Water Resources (eds)  Ratna 
Reddy and S.  Mahendra Dev, Oxford Universi ty Press, De lhi,  2006. 

8)  Financing for HIV and AIDS Init iat ives in Asia in Posit ive Voices,  
Pass ive States, HIV & AIDS and Emerging Issues of Governance in 
Asia . Act ionAid Internat iona l, 2006. 

 
Journals:  (Selected) 
1)  Trade, Technology Transfer  and Cl imate Change, Economic and 

Pol i t ica l  Weekly,  Vol.  45,  No.3, January 2010 
2)  A Nobel for the Commons: A Tr ibute to El inor Ostrom, Economic and 

Pol i t ica l  Weekly,  Vol 44,  Nov. 7,  2009 
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3)  Model for assessing economic and ecosystem services contr ibut ion of 
forests , Internat iona l Forestry Review, December 2008. (co-author) 

4)  The Nature of Household Dependence on Common Pool Resources: An 
Econometr ic Study for  Ind ia , Economic and Pol i t ica l Weekly, Vol  43, 
no.8,  February 23-29, 2008 (co-author) 

5)  Measuring Genuine Investment: A Concept Paper for India , Journal of  
Income and Weal th, 2006 (co-author) 

6)  Female Labour Supply in Rural  Ind ia: An econometr ic ana lys is . Indian 
Journal of Labour Economics, vol . 49,  No. 2,  2006  

7)  Valu ing Health Damages from Water Pol lut ion in Urban Delh i, India: A 
Health Product ion Funct ion Approach Environment and Deve lopment 
Economics,  Cambr idge Univers ity Press, Vol  9 (1), 2004. 

8)  Economic value of safe water for the infrastructural ly d isadvantaged 
urban household: A case study in De lh i,  Ind ia, Water Resources 
Research, AGU, November, Vol 40 (11), 2004 (co-author)   

9)  Health of the Elder ly in India: Some Aspects of Vulnerabi l i ty BOLD, 
Quarter ly Journal of the Internat iona l Inst i tute on Ageing, United 
Nat ions - Malta , Vol  11,  no.3.(May), 2001 (co-author) 

10)  Health Seeking Behaviour in Urban Delh i : An Exploratory Study. 
Wor ld Health and Populat ion, Volume3, no.2, 2000, Longwoods 
Publ ishing Ltd.  (co-author)   

11)  Chi ld Hea lth and Immunizat ion.  Economic and Pol i t ica l Weekly.  
February 26th,  Vol xxxv,  nos.  8 & 9, 2000. (co-author) 

 
 
 
Working Papers ( last 3 years): 

1)  Economic Chal lenges in Technology Transfer for Tackl ing Cl imate 
Change in Ind ia, Working paper for the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests , Government of India , 2010.  

2)  Wil l  India ’s At ta inment of MDGs be an Inclusive Process?  Volume III  
Number 02, Indian Inst i tute of Da l i t  Studies,  2009.(co-author) 

3)  Evaluat ion Report on the Reward ing Upland Poor for Environmental  
Serv ices (RUPES) programme, RUPES Working Paper, ICRAF, World 
Agroforestry Centre, Bogor,  Indonesia , 2007 

4)  Common Pool Resources as Development Dr ivers: A Case Study of 
NTFPs in Himachal Pradesh, India in Rural Common Property in a  
Perspect ive of Deve lopment and Modernizat ion, FAO Land Tenure 
Serv ice, the Col lect ive Act ion on Property R ights init iat ive (CAPRi)  and 
the Internat ional  Land Coal i t ion (ILC). (Also SANDEE Working Paper 
(refereed) no. 15-2006). 

5)  Hope and Despa ir : The Crit ica l i ty of Data on Cl imate Change, Centra l  
Stat ist ica l Organisat ion,  Delhi , 2009.  

 
 
Selected Conference Papers and Presentations  (some are under 
communicat ion for publ icat ion) ( last 3 years) 

1)  Macroeconomic Approach to Sustainabi l i ty, Seminar on Issues 
of Global izat ion and Sustainabi l i ty, Kolkata Univers ity.  
December 2010.  

2)  Green Economy-Chal lenges and Responses to Changing 
Condit ions, NISTADs and ILO, Delh i,  December 2010. 
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3)  Economic Context of Forest Va lues for  Cl imate Change, 
Nat ional Conference on Forestry Solut ions, HP Forest 
Department,  Shimla, November 2009 

4)  Susta inable food secur ity: Some issues in the context of 
cl imate change, Conference on Food Secur ity and 
Susta inabi l i ty in Ind ia , GAD Inst i tute of Development Studies, 
Amri tsar, November 2009. 

5)  Cl imate Change and Socio-economic development: an urban 
context , GOI and CMS, India  Habi tat Centre, October 2009 

6)  Future Socio Economic scenarios for India ,  Nat iona l Workshop 
on Cl imate Change, MoEF, New Delhi , October, 2009 (avai lable  
onl ine at www.moef.nic. in)   

7)  Economic Va luat ion of Ecosystem Serv ices, inaugura l key note 
address at  EcoFest,  Delh i Univers ity,  September 2009. 

8)  Understanding the Future Costs and Adaptat ion to C l imate 
Change, Workshop on “Breaking the Cl imate Deadlock”, Tata 
Inst i tute of Socia l  Sciences, August  2009 

9)  The Informal ised  Forest Dwel ler : Inst i tut ional  dynamics of 
some recent deve lopments in  India . IEG – CSSSC Internat iona l 
Conference on The Informal Sector in South Asia , July 2009.  

10)  Economic Va luat ion of Forest Ecosystem Serv ices, at Ind ira  
Gandhi Nat ional Forest Academy, Dehra Dun, September 2007,  
July 2008, May 2009 

11)  Socio-Economic Impacts and C l imate Change: Data and 
Model ing Issues, Nat iona l Seminar on C l imate Change, Data 
Requirements and Ava i lab i l i ty , ISEC, Bangalore, Apr i l  2009. 

12)  Susta inable Deve lopment for Developing Countr ies, Academic 
Staff Col lege University Teachers Tra ining Programme, J .N.U., 
March 2009 

13)  Food and Water Security: Chal lenges and Adapt ive Strategies 
for India . Delh i Susta inable Development Summit , New Delhi ,  
February 2009.  

14)  Situat iona l Analys is of Forest Live l ihoods: Insights from Survey 
Data in West Bengal , Orissa and Andhra Pradesh, Workshop on 
the Forest  Rights Act,   Kurseong, January 2009.  

15)  Socio-Economic Deve lopment and Adaptat ion, ESRC-ICSSR 
Workshop on Sustainabi l i ty and Cl imate Change, London School  
of Economics and Inst i tute of Economic Growth, New Delh i,  
November 2008. 

16)  Health and Environmental Concerns in Sustainable 
Development, Training Programme on Trade and Susta inable 
Development, Course for ITEC /  SCAAP programme, TERI, 
November 2008.  

17)  How are the Poor Affected by Trade? Report,  UNCTAD 
conference, New Delhi , October 2008. 

18)  Net Present Va lue and Forest Pol icy in Economic Valuat ion, 
IGNFA, Dehradun, August 2008 

19)  Cost Benefit  Analysis of Selected Environmental  Projects,  
Wildl i fe  Inst i tute of India,   August  2008 

20)  The Indian Forest R ights Act  2006, Commoning Enclosures? 
Paper at the Internat iona l Associat ion for the Study of 
Commons, UK, July 2008.  
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21)  Economics and the Environment, Facul ty Training Programme 
on Water and Economics, Ind ian Society for Ecological  
Economics,  March 2008, New Delhi .  

22)  Mechanisms for Payments for Eco-system Serv ices: Cha l lenges 
and Opportunit ies, IFS workshop at  WWF-India, October 2007.  

23)  CPRs as Deve lopment Dr ivers, Centre for South Asian Studies,  
Universi ty of Cambr idge, UK, May 2007    

24)  Common Pool Resources as Development Dr ivers, NTFPS in 
H.P. – seminar presentat ion at nat iona l conference on  
`Expanding Freedom: Towards Socia l  and Economic 
Transformat ion in a Globa l is ing World”, Inst i tute of Economic 
Growth, Delh i Apr i l ,  2007. 

2255))   Adapt ing Q-Methodology to Invest igate Stakeholder 
Percept ions in Part ic ipatory Forestry in India, Conference of 
Internat ional Society for Ecological Economics, De lh i,  
December 2006   

26)  Commons as Deve lopment Dr ivers: Economic Incent ives and 
the Conservat ion of Forest Resources in India.  Paper at the 
Internat ional  Conference on Economics of Poverty,  
Environment and Natura l Resource Use,  Wageningen, The 
Netherlands,  May 2006.  

  
 
 

ONGOING PROJECTS AND RESEARCH  

1)  Develop ing Future Socio-Economic Scenarios for India  in the Context  
of Cl imate Change - contr ibut ion to Ind ia ’s Second Nat iona l 
Communicat ion to UNFCCC, Ministry of Environment and Forests , 
Government of Ind ia. 

2)  Low Carbon Growth: An Indian perspect ive on Sustainabi l i ty and 
Technology transfer    

3)  Does the Forest Rights Act represent a pro-poor inst i tut ional reform? 
– A study for Inst i tut ions for Pro-Poor Growth (IPPG). 

4) Eva luat ion of the Orissa Tr iba l Empowerment and Live l ihoods 
Programme  
 
SELECTED CONFERENCE/WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION (LAST 3  YEARS ONLY) 

1)  Discuss ion forums/consultat ions on ecological security, inc lusive 
growth, va luat ion of ecosystem goods and serv ices – ongoing act ivity   

2)  Meting of the Core Group on Nat ional Miss ion for a Green India, 
Indian Internat iona l Centre,  March 2010 

3)  Round tab le on Research pr ior i t ies on C l imate Change in South Asia ,  
IDRC, Apri l  2010, De lh i 

4)  Research proposal wr it ing workshop, Grantham Research Inst i tute,  
London School of Economics and Pol i t ica l Science,  London, October 
2009. 

5)  India China Declarat ion on C l imate Change, MoEF, Government of 
India , October 2009 

6)  Managing Ecosystem Serv ices for Poverty Al leviat ion, SCAPES 
Consort ium Workshop, October 2009 

7)  Workshop on Costs of Adaptat ion to C l imate Change, TERI, September 
2009. 
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8)  Round Table on Nat ional Act ion Plan on C l imate Change, India Habitat  
Centre, August  2008.   

9)  Valuat ion and Account ing of Urban Air Pol lut ion in India , Inst i tute of 
Economic Growth, Delhi , November, 2007 

10)  Round Table on DFID funding pr ior i t ies for  Ind ia at DFID off ice,  
New Delhi , August  2007 

11)  Globa l Event on Payment for Environmental Services, Organised 
by the Wor ld Agroforestry Centre, RECOFTC, IFPRI, etc. Lombok,  
Indonesia , January 2007  

12)  Panel ist at the book launch session of “Co-management of Natural  
Resources: Loca l learning for poverty reduct ion,” (author Stephen 
Tyler) , India Internat iona l Centre, Delh i, organized by Winrock 
Internat ional  Ind ia and Internat iona l Development Research Centre 
(IDRC), India  January 2007 

13)  Impact of C l imate Change in Ind ia, Indo-UK col laborat ive project 
workshop, organized by Department for  Envi ronment, Food and Rura l 
Affa i rs , UK and Minist ry of Envi ronment and Forests, Ind ia,  January 
2007 

14)  Nat ional Workshop on Payments for Ecosystem Serv ices, World 
Wide Fund for Nature,  (WWF), Delhi , February 2007 

15)  Workshop on Payments for Ecosystem Services, ICRAF, Bogor, 
Indonesia , October 2006 

16)  Economic Development and Environmental Sustainabi l i ty: A 
Dia logue on India, organized by In it ia t ive for Pol icy Dia logue, 
Columbia University, Delh i,  December 2006 

 

 


