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Abstract 

 
The National Health Policy, 2017 can be credited for an alternative vision towards the development of the 

health sector in India, but it falls short of expectations on certain counts. The core idea of strategic 

purchasing from the private sector is relevant, but can be incompatible with the existence of a robust 

public sector, particularly when reforms for enhancing the competitiveness of the public sector are 

undermined. Thus, the NHP essentially reopens the fundamental debate regarding the role of social choice 

mechanisms while deciding upon policy instruments and desirable outcomes. This has profound 

implications for the political economy of the health sector and can unintentionally catapult health as a 

salient feature in electoral politics. 
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